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1. Why are we concerned with the consistency of the data in the 

Clearinghouse?  As long as the fees are correct, does the other 

information matter? 

Yes. The particular parameters that this project focuses on do matter.  In 

order to understand if registration fees are calculated correctly, certain 

parameters that are defined on jurisdiction fee schedules need to be 

accessible and consistent for all transactions.  For example, fuel types 

and operation types do affect fees charged on certain jurisdiction fee 

schedules.  Also, fee components need to be broken down in most 

cases to assure proper allocation.  Finally, the Clearinghouse is a 

financial management system that is audited each year.  The integrity of 

the data is very important. 

2. Are these new requirements? 

Most of the changes are not new.  However, in order to gain 

consistency, further explanation and definition was added to the 

specification which may change the way your jurisdiction sends the data 

to the Clearinghouse.    

3. Will all jurisdictions have to participate in the project? 

Yes.  All jurisdiction who currently participate with the IRP 

Clearinghouse must participate in the project.  Concerns will be 

surveyed and a reasonable schedule for implementation will be followed.  

The Board of Directors will be advised of progress and issues. 

4. We no longer have programmers who initially programmed our 

system.  What help is available to understand the specification? 

IRP, Inc. will assist jurisdictions in understanding the data, the 

Clearinghouse flat file and the changes to be made. Most of the changes 



effect how the data is sent to the Clearinghouse on the flat file.  

Jurisdiction systems do not necessarily have to change; rather the data 

will have to be translated prior to writing to the flat file and sending to the 

Clearinghouse.   

5.  How will you know if a jurisdiction is sending the right data?  

There will be updates to the front-end program that validates data 

elements before loading to the database. If the data is not sent in 

accordance with the specification, an error will be logged and the 

transaction will not load. This will not occur until jurisdictions have 

completed testing. 

6. What if my jurisdiction cannot make the changes, for many 

years, because of budget constraints?   

This will become a part of the IRP compliance process and as such 

will follow procedures in place for non-compliance. 

7. We use a vendor system.  Shouldn’t they make the changes? 

Each jurisdiction has a different contract with system vendors and as 

such will need to manage this project with the vendor.  IRP, Inc. is happy 

to work directly with vendors on the technical aspects of the project but 

would not be able to get involved in program/contract areas between the 

jurisdiction and the vendor. 

8. How do we test changes that we make to our flat file? 

The Clearinghouse test environment at https://chtest.irpch.org is 

available 24 hours a day to all jurisdictions for testing changes.  

However, front-end validations will not be in place right away so after 

loading, you will need to go into the database and review transactions to 

assure the data is correct.  IRP, Inc. can also help to verify the data is 

correct. 
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